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ALLEN D. AYErs JR., FOUNDER
Mount VErRNON, NY

2023 Upcoming Events
¢ March-TBD
Board Networking Event

¢ April 22nd
Pancake Scholarship
Breakfast

¢+ May 20th
- Arts & Crafts Fair

¢+ -Youth Development
Basketball Tournament

¢ June 10th
“Kickin it in the Kitchen
for Kids”

¢ July 3rd
Summer Camp begins

¢ July 14th
Dinner sale fundraiser

+ September 11th
1st day of After School

+ September 28th
8th Annual Gala Event

+ November 22nd
Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner

+ December 22nd
Annual Toy Drive &
Christmas Party

Our generous Sponsors are
proudly displayed on the
back page.
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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

A YEAR OF GROWTH TO BUILD ON!

Y-COP certainly has a lot to be proud of, 2022 was a year of phenomenal growth,
where new relationships were developed, cultivated, and enhanced. Inside this issue
you will read about the return of the youth development basketball program and how

more than 75 boys and girls found refuge on the weekends in a safe environment.

You'll learn about the rebuilding of the summer camp program and the faith-based
institutions that stepped up and contributed to the summertime success. Not to be
overlooked is the incredible effort on the part of Y-COP’s dedicated staff and volunteers
in the reshaping of the after-school program, where a variety of enrichment activities
were implemented, enrollment increased, and more parents became actively involved.

In February 2022, Y-COP was honored to be recognized
by the New Flex Youth Organization with the Allen D. Ayers,
Jr. (Y-COP Founder) Community Service Award. Y-COP and
New Flex share like-minded missions which makes this

award even more gratifying.

In September, Y-COP held its 7th Annual Benefit and
Recognition Event at the Gatz Conference Center at Wart-
burg and proudly presented seven individuals with well-
deserved awards for their outstanding work and involve-
ment with  Y-COP and the communities in which they live

and work. Meet them on page 4.

The year was capped off with the Annual Christmas Toy Give Away on December
23rd. There was something for everyone. More than 150 families were blessed with
toys, plush comforters and linen from the Brooklinen company; food care packages
from our community-wide food drive was pre-
pared and distributed. Dozens of and new and
gently used winter coats were handed out thanks
to our partners at PCSB Bank’s Affinity Group for
organizing the coat drive throughout all their
branches in Westchester and Putnam Counties.
Volunteers came from near and far to help serve
hot chocolate and popcorn, help with gift wrap-
== ping and Christmas decorations.

Y-COP staff, board members and volunteers
are excited and energized of the year ahead and
look forward to working with the many partners
throughout Westchester County, and continue to bring quality programs and opportuni-
ties to youth and their families. Visit YCOPMVNY.ORG or our social media platforms

facebook, twitter, and Instagram, and TikTok to learn more about Y-COP.
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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In the aftermath of the George
Floyd murder in 2020, Michael
Santiago Render, aka Rapper
“Killer Mike”, put forth a chal-
lenge to communities of color
to Plot, Plan, Strategize, Organ-
ize and Mobilize.

PLOT

This mandate from Killer Mike resonated with me
loudly, so | began to use this as a model for Y-COP
and a platform to create real change.

PLAN

Last year, a concerted and intentional plan was set
to forth to increase enrollment, reimagine the after-
school program, expand our summer camp sites,
attract new donors and sponsors, implement new
programs, explore new opportunities, and perhaps,
more importantly, invest in staff's talents through
continual education and training.

STRATEGIZE

All that Y-COP has accomplished since 2012, and
certainly during the pandemic, has been the result
of the tangible and intangible contributions of so
many individual donors, staff and board members,
corporate and community partners, elected offi-
cials, faith-based institutions, volunteers, youth and
many, many families throughout Westchester Coun-
ty. Our lives are not defined by events or circum-
stances, rather by our resilience, purpose, and how
we improve the quality of life in our community.

ORGANIZE

We have a responsibility to do as much as we can
to create opportunities for our youth that will nur-
ture and empower them, subsequently allowing
them to embrace a future of endless possibilities.
We have a responsibility to bring individuals and
groups of all backgrounds to foster a forum where
we can learn not only to tolerate, but to accept, and
respect, our differences as well as to identify,
acknowledge, and appreciate our similarities.

MOBILIZE

As members of this society, we are all called to ad-
dress the physical, mental, social, emotional, and
educational well-being of all our children as they
are the future leaders of our community. | thank
YOU for your trust, time, talents, and treasures to
make all this possible. None of this is possible with-
out your support. Your support allows Y-COP to
teach our youth life skills, to be resourceful, and to
be community-oriented. By giving our youth the
tools and armor, they need to be persistent, resili-
ent, to better manage conflict, and to feel confident
when challenged, our youth can have pride in them-
selves, discover their true purpose, and find value
in their lives.

From all of us at Y-COP, we wish you a healthy, hap-
py and prosperous New Year.

Henry Wilson

SUMMER DAY CAMP — 3 Sites * 175 Campers & CIT’s * 5-16 year’s old

As Y-COP operates without its own
facility, Y-COP established partner-
ships with several faith based insti-
tutions to assist with the growing
summer camp program. First Pres-
byterian Church (left) housed our 5-
7 year old Hummingbirds/Red Rob-
ins; the First United Methodist
Church (top right) was home to the
8-10 year old Blue Jays and the 14-
16 year old Falcons, and the Church
of the Ascension (bottom right) ac-
commodated the 11-13 year old
Golden Eagles.
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WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON BRINGING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

Top Photos: Annual Pancake Scholarship Breakfast.
Middle Photos: Kickin’ it in the Kitchen for Kids
Bottom Photos: End of the Year Community-wide Toy Give-Away and Christmas Party
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Y-COP’S 7TH ANNUAL GALA-A BIG SUCCESS!

Y-COP’s 7th Annual Benefit and Recognition Gala was held on
September 29th at the Wartburg-Gatz Conference in Mount
Vernon, NY, one of Westchester County’s top nursing and reha-
bilitation centers, and Mount Vernon’s best kept secret with its
beautifully decorated campus. The event raised more than
$40,000 for Y-COP youth programs and services that directly
touch the lives of nearly 400 boys and girls 5 -16 years old annu-
ally. Taryn Duffy, (left) Vice President Public Affairs, Empire City
Casino by MGM Resorts surprised onlookers with a check for
$10,000, matching their gift they made the previous year. Also B

pictured are Henry Wilson (center) and Mayor Shawyn Patterson Howard of Mount Vernon, NY (rlght)

The gala is Y-COP’s largest fundraiser of the year, where generous donors make it possible to provide par-
tial scholarships to youth whose families would not otherwise be able to afford to enroll them. More than
150 guests attended in person, and several dozen attended on Facebook, YouTube and on the Y-COP web-

site.

The gala’s theme, Building, Growing, Achieving, reflects the resiliency, determination and accomplish-
ments of Y-COP in 2022. Y-COP could not grow into a successful organization without the help of many sup-
portive partners and dedicated volunteers who trust the vision and mission and provide their time, talents,
and treasures.

Several Y-COP friends and supporters were recognized for their service and work they do on behalf of
Y-COP: Tashawny Hunter, Youth of the Year; Vincent Cummings & Helene Getz, Volunteers of the Year,;
Blakley Equipment, Business Support; Cynthia Turnquest Jones, Educator of the Year; Kevin Bunch, Above
and Beyond; and
Daniel Fearon, Legacy Award. Read more about the honorees
at YCOPMVNY.ORG.

Thank you to event sponsors: DNK Events, Cheerful Spirit,
Fleetwood Deli Café, PCSB Bank, Wartburg, Meridian Risk Man-
agement, Terrapin Restaurant, First United Methodist Church,
Hollingsworth Real Estate Group, and Comrie Enterprises. Spe-
cial shout out to the youth who contributed to the video produc-
tion and who served as youth ambassadors the evening of the
event.

SAVE THE DATE:
8th Annual Benefit & Recognition Gala
Thursday, September 28th, 2023
Greentree Country Club
New Rochelle, NY
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Y-COP YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BASKETBALL PROGRAM

i ]

Every Saturday afternoon, about 50 boys and girls five to 16 years of age, from Mt. Vernon, New Ro-
chelle, Yonkers and the Bronx learn the fundamentals of basketball through skills development, train-

ing, and conditioning, at the First United Methodist Church on Lincoln Avenue .

el 224 Levelopmerit Boskebaa/

Saturdays beginning October 22nd

——— L UL C
« Clinics, instructors & workouts
« Tournaments & Team Jourseys

Open to Boys and Girls Ages 5-14

IR

mweek/per youth
i Methodist Church
227 E. Lincoln Avenue, Mt. Vernon
Saturdays 12-4pm

Youth are taught the importance of teamwork, sportsmanship, character development, and respect. After
months of training and several scrimmages against other youth teams, the eager youth are divided into

four different teams and compete against each other in a six-week tournament that culminates in a highly
competitive championship game in May. Every participant receives certificates, medals, and trophies
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Auten D. Avers Jr., Founoer
Mount Vernon, NY

Roseann M. Acampora
Geneve Adair

Jairite Anderson

Jared Apuzzo

Roberta Apuzzo
Ascension Church-Mount Vernon
Shirley Arthur

Shelia Baptista

Big Billy’s Bar & Grill
Daniel Bernstein
Sukanya Bites
Samuel Blakley

Alana Bondi

Coreen Booth
Jennifer Bondi

Clifford Bracey

Rev. Tisha Branch
Amy Brown

Danielle Brown

Donna K. Brown
George Brown

Teneel Brown

Valerie Brown

Walter Brown

William Brown

Kevin Bunch, Board Chair
Ann Marie Bunch
Robert Calouri

Roger Campbell
Melvin Campos
Lindsay Carden

Carley Carlin

Jaclyn Carlin

Michael Carlin

Lauren Carter

Robert Carter

Edith Charles

Rev. Sabrina Chandler

A SPECIAL THANK YOU T1O

OUR DONORS, SUPPORTERS & VOLUNTEERS

Child Care Council of Westchester Empire City Casino by MGM Re-

Denise Chin

Kesha M. Chisholm
Wayne Davis

Marvin & Diana Church -
(Comrie Enterprises)
Robert “Bob” Cimmino
David Clarke

Malcolm Clark

Richard Cohen

Karen Cole

Crystal Collins, 1st Vice-Chair

Jordan Cormier
Rosemarie Cornacchio
Michael Courtien
Tamika Coverdale
Charles & Vanessa Cowan
Norma Cruise

Eric Crump

Vincent Cummings
Carjah Dawkins
Viviana DeCohen
Brian Deierlein

Mary Ann Denniston
Naomi Dix

Myra Dixon

Anthony D’Ippolito
Betsey Dorreliand
Linda Doughty

Alina Griffin-Dowe
Janice Duarte

Taryn Duffy

Zinobi Duncombe
Joanne Dunn

John Durousseau
Roslyn Edwards (Emeritus)
Yuhanna Edwards
Keren Estime

SCAN QR
CODE
TO
DONATE
THANK
you!ut

sorts

Delia Farquharson
David Feibusch
Howard Feigenbaum
Dr. Dionne Finlay
First Presbyterian Church
Jacob Fisher

Jan Fisher

Elsie Flagg

Rosalind Sauls Flemming
Windy Fong

Karen Ford

Michelle Foristel
MacKenzie Forsberg
Derrick & Denise Fraser
Makeeba Fraser
Rebecca Freeman
Marlene Furtick
Edward Gallagher
Nakia Garland
Luther Garrison
Jelena Gerga
Helene Getz

Ndase Gibbs

Robert Gibbs
Caroline Gilpin

The Giving Fund
Cathlin Gleason
Marilyn Graham
Rajeem Green
Gloria Greenidge
Jennifer Griffith
Alfonzo Grimes
Donna Gonzalez
Khrary Gunther
Kathy Halas
Monique L. Harding

Greater Centennial AME Church

Debra Harris

Gregory L. Harris, Sr.
Shelly Harrison

Antoise Hay

Alejandra Hernandez
Evelyn Henriques

Trudy Hollis

William Holmes

Nicole & Rey Hollingsworth
Lorretta Hottinger

Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard

Kadeem Howell

Sandra Hupstead
Monica Hylton

Phillip & Cassandra Irons
Ivy Rehab Physical Therapy
Linda L. Jacobs

Lisa Jacobs

Donna Jackson & Family
Renay Jackson

Susan Jeffrey

Donna M. Jenson

Bobby Johnson (AAC)
Gerald Johnston

Andre Ortiz Jones
Cynthia Turnquest Jones
Eilleen Justino

Steve Kalas

Shelli Katz

Terry Kean

Mao Kitekere

Lemone Kerr

Jacinta Kroner

Josh Kroner

Arlene Lawrence
Jesemia Lawrence

Larry Lawrence

It’s never too early to start preparing for Summer
Camp. Support our Summer Camp Appeal. Your
generous donation is more than an investment,

it’s an investment in the future of our community.
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Auen D. Avers Jr, Founoer
Mount Vernon, NY

Nelda Bazil-LeBlanc

Steven Legall

Robert Lewis, Jr.

Frances Lightsy

John & Sharon Lockett

Nicole Lucio

Robin Mack

Nicole Martin

Barry Mason

MBD Community Housing Corp.
Brigette McLeod-Williams
Angela McNeil

Dalphine Meadows

MedPlus Pharmacy

Ms. Meyers (Lincoln School)
Ron and Velma Mitchell
Warren & Monique Mitchell
Mount Vernon Boys & Girls Club
Mt. Vernon Chamber Commerce
Mount Vernon DPW

Mount Vernon Health Center
Mount Vernon Heights Church
Mount Vernon Fire Department
Mount Vernon Police Department
Mount Vernon Youth Bureau
Michael A. Montes

Consie Stone Morales

Thomas Moran

Sherida Moore

Lonnie Murphy

Dwayne Murray

Sonya Murray

MTA Police Department
Kwame Ndzibah

Tracy Ann Nelson

Karyn Nicholson

Marko & Melissa Nobles

North End Partners Inc.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU T1O
OUR DONORS, SUPPORTERS & VOLUNTEERS

Orange Bank & Trust
lan O’Keefe

Pamela O’keefe

Dr. Alfonzo B. Owens, lll

Hon. Tyrae Woodson Samuels
Jeff Samuelson

Kathy Sauls

Adrian Saunders

Kim Wilson Owens, 2nd Vice-Chair Karen Schatzel

Jahneil Palmer

Karen Palmer

Nefatia Parrish

Lizzy Parry

Phillip Paterra

Melissa Paterson
Thomas Perry

Saints Peter & Paul Church
Katherine Pfiefer

Alicia Pickney

Darius Pitt

Kenneth Plummer
Edward Poteat

Robert Pottinger

Brian Pritchett

First Presbyterian Church
Sandra (Imani) Pressley
Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow
Prospect Cigar Group

lan Randall

Carline Reid

Geoffrey Rhett

Camille Richardson
Brooklyn Rigsbee
Joseph Roberto

Amirah Roberts
Rockwells Restaurant
William “Dante” Robinson
Rasheen Rodgers

Eric Rosenburg

Rose Cappa Rotunno
Sander Saljanin

Vivian Salmone
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Commissioner Glen Scott

Robert “Buddy” Scholpp

David Severance

Eda Sibblies

Audrey Smith

Patrick Smith

Julio & Marilena Sophia

Vincent Spadafora

Monica Spears

Darlene Spencer

Evena Springer

Anthony & Lauren Solano

Robert Spillane

Stop & Shop Supermarket-
Eastchester

N’Quan Stephens

Vincent Stufano

T & L Trophies

Bruce Tanner

Jacqueline Taylor

Henry Terry

Derrick Thompson

Yolanda Trotman

Nancy Tottado

Sandra Torrado

Steve Tseckares

United Women in Faith of the

First United Methodist Church

David Vaughn

Verry Velma’s Party Shop
Verizon Foundation
Jennifer Vodrazka
Volunteers of New York

)

2900 Purchase St.
Purchase, NY 10577
8:30am

7

Maureen Walker

Sydney Walter

Maiysha Warren

Huston Watson

Jacqueline Warner

The Wartburg Rehab Center
Nancy Wasserman

Scott Welliver

Westchester County Youth Bureau
Brandon White

Shanice Wilcox

Andre Williams

Dante Williams

Dena Williams

Jim “Bujo” & Pauline Williams
Honorable Lyndon D. Williams
Henry Wilson

Malcolm H. Wilson

John Witherspoon

Deborah Woods

Valencia Brown-Wyatt
Frances W. Wynn

Karen Watts-Yehudah

Tanka Youngblood

Zoza Consulting

* Board Members

* Volunteers

* Student Volunteer
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Very GRATEFUL to our 2022 Sponsors & Community Partners
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